
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROPOSAL GUIDELINES 
Golden Retriever Lifetime Study Data & Samples 

 
PROGRAM SUMMARY 

The Foundation’s Golden Retriever Lifetime Study is a groundbreaking, longitudinal study 
comprised of owner and veterinarian reported data as well as biological samples collected 
annually from a cohort of privately owned dogs living throughout the lower 48 United States. 
This Request for Proposals (RFP) focuses on the utilization of Golden Retriever Lifetime 
Study data and samples. Currently available samples include whole blood, serum, DNA, urine, 
feces, hair and toenails. 

The primary goal of the Study is to identify the incidence of and risk factors for 
osteosarcoma, hemangiosarcoma, lymphoma and high-grade mast cell tumors. 

Secondary goals include studies of all other cancers and common major diseases including 
hypothyroidism, epilepsy, allergy disorders, hip dysplasia, congestive heart failure and renal 
failure. The Foundation is particularly interested in collaborative projects that leverage the 
longitudinal study design. 

This request for proposals does not include funding. Applications must be received by 
4:59p.m. ET on the designated due date. 



APPLICANT QUALIFICATIONS 

All applicants for this award must convince the scientific reviewers that they clearly 
understand the health problem, have sufficient expertise to conduct the study, are using a 
scientifically sound approach, and have given appropriate consideration to the overall 
environmental impact of their research. 

A maximum of one application as Principal Investigator (PI)/Co-Investigator (CI) in response 
to this RFP is permitted. 

 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 

Your application must be received by 4:59 p.m. ET on the designated due date. 

Submit applications in Fluxx. The application process includes completion of the online form 
and proposal attachment. Both the PI and the individual submitting the application (if 
different from the PI) must create an account before applying for funding. Your account must 
be reviewed and validated by Morris Animal Foundation, which may take up to two business 
days, so please plan to create an account several days prior to the proposal deadline. For 
details on how to create an account and submit an application, view our Fluxx Applicant User 
Guide. 

 
 
REVIEW PROCESS 

All proposals will undergo administrative, feasibility, and scientific review. Each proposal is 
assigned to two scientific reviewers and is ultimately scored by the Scientific Advisory Board 
(SAB) according to this rubric. 

 
 
PROPOSAL FORMAT AND GUIDELINES 

Carefully review and adhere to these proposal guidelines. Deviations from these guidelines 
may result in the rejection of your proposal. 

Proposal Format: Use this proposal template to complete your proposal. Do not remove any 
headers or sections. Indicate “not applicable” if a section or question does not apply. 

The order of the research proposal must follow the order in the template. Proposals should 
be single-spaced or greater, using no smaller than Times New Roman 11-point font with a 
minimum of ¾ inch margins. Technical terminology should be defined on first usage; 
acronyms and abbreviations may be used subsequently. The complete proposal, including 
attachments, must be converted to a single PDF prior to submission. 

https://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/sites/default/files/filesync/Proposal-Scoring-Rubric.pdf
https://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/sites/default/files/filesync/GRLS-Proposal-Template.docx
https://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/sites/default/files/filesync/GRLS-Proposal-Template.docx


Proposal Outline: 

A. Title Page (1-page limit): Include the proposal title and name, institution and email 
address of the PI and all CIs. 

B. Study Proposal (5-page limit including figures, tables and all sections i. - v. below): Note 
that “not applicable” is not a sufficient response in this section. 

i. Background: Include a brief literature summary and preliminary data (if applicable) 
that describes scientific significance and justifies the need for the proposed project. 

ii. Hypothesis and Objectives: Be precise and enumerate specific, testable hypotheses 
with realistic objectives to be achieved within the timeline and budget of the 
proposal. Expand upon how the longitudinal nature of the Golden Retriever Lifetime 
Study can uniquely inform your research questions. 

iii. Variables of Interest: Clearly define all exposure variables, outcomes/diagnostic 
criteria, and covariates needed for analysis. 

iv. Study Design and Methods: Include the experimental design and methods for each 
objective. Data analysis methods must also be described. Expand on sampling 
strategy, study period, and eligibility criteria. 

v. Anticipated Project Outcomes and Impact: Expand on the anticipated project 
outcome(s); preliminary data for a proposal, publication, etc. Expand on potential 
scientific impact, including impact beyond this research field, and non-academic 
impact, including stakeholders and beneficiaries. 

C. Sample Size Calculation (no page limit): Use the Sample Size Form in the proposal 
template as applicable. 

D. Cited References (2-page limit): Include complete citations referenced numerically in the 
body of the proposal. 

E. Timeline Summary (2-page limit): Use the project timeline to demonstrate how the 
research objectives will be completed in the timeframe requested. Include data analysis time 
and manuscript preparation time. 

F. Biographical Data (2-page limit per person): Include a biosketch for each PI and Co- 
Investigator with the following information. This might take the form of a resume/CV. 

i. Name, Role on this Project 
ii. Current Position (title, institutional affiliation, institutional address) 
iii. Education and Training (degrees, institution, year completed, areas of emphasis) 
iv. Previous Positions, Honors, Awards, Committee Assignments 
v. Selected Peer-reviewed Publications (include titles, all authors and complete 

reference) 

Once completed, convert word files to a PDF and combine all documents into a single PDF for 
upload. 

https://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/sites/default/files/filesync/GRLS-Proposal-Template.docx
https://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/sites/default/files/filesync/GRLS-Proposal-Template.docx


QUESTIONS REGARDING THE SUBMISSION PROCESS? 

Please contact grantapplications@morrisanimalfoundation.org for assistance. 

For more information regarding Golden Retriever Lifetime Study sample availability, see the 
Golden Retriever Lifetime Study RFP webpage. 

mailto:grantapplications@morrisanimalfoundation.org
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