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Dear Friends,

My name is Dr. Les Fisher, and I’d like to thank you for your generous
support. With your help, Morris Animal Foundation has made great
strides for many animal species.Vaccines resulting from Foundation-
funded studies make cats’ lives better, and dogs have multiple treatment
options for cancer and other serious diseases. Horses suffer less pain,
and every day we learn more about the biology of llamas and alpacas.

Closest to my heart, though, are the advancements we’ve made for
wildlife. In the last few months we’ve seen progress toward a vaccine
against a cancer-causing virus in snow leopards. New information about
heart disease in sea otters will influence future treatment. A recently
compiled 20-years’ worth of field data collected by our Mountain
Gorilla Veterinary Project (MGVP) will help scientists make more
informed decisions about that endangered population’s health.

As one of the first wildlife veterinarians, I remember when we knew
little about these animals and had limited ability to improve their
veterinary care. Wild animal lovers can thank pioneers like Ruth Morris
Keesling, daughter of Foundation founder Dr. Mark Morris, Sr., for
spearheading the MGVP and later the Foundation’s wildlife division.
Visionaries like my friend Marlin Perkins realized the importance of
wildlife and brought wild animals into our homes with television
programs like “Zoo Parade” and “Wild Kingdom.”

We’ve made great strides in wildlife health, but it’s our responsibility to
continue the momentum. Count yourself among the visionaries and
pioneers working to save wild animals on our planet. Make a donation
to Morris Animal Foundation today, and know that 100 percent of your
donation will go toward saving a special species. On behalf of all our
animal friends, I thank you warmly for your support.

Sincerely,

Lester E. Fisher, DVM
Trustee,Wildlife Vice President

AnimalNews is a publication of Morris Animal Foundation.

45 Inverness Drive East
Englewood, Colorado 80112-5480
303.790.2345
800.243.2345
www.MorrisAnimalFoundation.org

OUR MISSION

Morris Animal Foundation improves
the health and well-being of
companion animals and wildlife 
by funding humane health studies
and disseminating information
about these studies.

Message from the Foundation



When man’s best friend goes blind, it’s
stressful for the dog and the owner.
Sadly, canine blindness isn’t uncommon.
One of its causes, progressive retinal
atrophy (PRA), affects nearly every
breed, says Dr. Gustavo Aguirre, a
professor at Cornell University who 
will soon move to the University 
of Pennsylvania.

PRA is a group of inherited diseases
that damage the cells that capture
light in the dog’s retina. As a result,
the affected dog slowly goes blind.
Because the disease is genetic, it is
passed on by the parents. In some
cases, both parents must carry the
defective gene, while in other cases,
one affected parent can pass on the
trait. The disease is difficult to control
through breeding because clinical 
signs of PRA usually don’t emerge
until later in life, after the dog has
already passed on the bad gene. For
this reason, the prevalence of PRA is
on the rise. To stop its spread, Dr.
Aguirre and his collaborator, Dr. Greg
Acland, have already developed some
tests that identify which dogs carry
the PRA gene.The team continues 
to develop tests to help identify new
forms of PRA so breeders can
eliminate inheritance of the gene by
choosing breeding pairs accordingly.

Morris Animal Foundation issued 
Dr. Aguirre his first grant to study 
PRA in 1993. At that time little was
known about the disease.

“It’s been a long effort because 
we had to develop all the tools
needed to do this,” Dr. Aguirre says.
“The support from Morris Animal
Foundation was critical for our work
and ensured its rapid progress.”

The first step was to develop a gene
map, which was completed in 1997.
The map allowed the investigators to
determine where one type of PRA,
progressive rod-cone degeneration
(prcd), is located in the dog genome.
They used that information to develop
a DNA test to determine whether a 

dog carries the PRA gene.This study
led investigators to the gene that
causes dominant PRA in English
mastiffs and bullmastiffs, day blindness
in Alaskan malamutes and German
shorthaired pointers, and X-linked
PRA in Siberian huskies and
Samoyeds.The test is being used to
eradicate the disease in these breeds.

In addition, scientists can now use 
the tools developed by Drs. Aguirre 
and Acland to study other diseases,
such as heart disease, kidney disease
and hip dysplasia.

“The whole canine genetics community
has benefited from our work,” says 
Dr. Aguirre.

More work is needed, however. While
the current test has greatly improved
the diagnosis of PRA, it doesn’t apply
to all breeds. Rather, it must be applied
on a breed-by-breed basis. Dr. Aguirre
says more work is needed to
determine the exact location of the
gene that causes prcd, the most
widespread form of PRA.This form of
PRA affects many breeds, including
Labrador retrievers, Portuguese water
dogs, English and American cocker
spaniels, Chesapeake Bay retrievers,
Australian cattle dogs, poodles, Nova
Scotia duck tolling retrievers and others.

Through a current Foundation-funded
study, the investigators continue to
analyze the gene map for additional
information. If they can further
pinpoint the gene that causes prcd,
they will be able to develop a more
specific test that could lead to gene
therapy techniques and, someday, the
ability to eradicate all forms of the
disease in all breeds of dogs. For 
more information on blindness, please
contact your veterinarian.

Co-sponsors: Hal & Marty Hendershot;
James R. & Mary Ann Meyer; National
Entlebucher Mountain Dog Association
(NEMDA);The Seeing Eye, Inc.

To learn more about other canine 
health studies, please visit our Web site
at www.MorrisAnimalFoundation.org.

Shedding light
on blindness

PREVENTING CANINE BLINDNESS THROUGH GENETICS
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On April 28, 2004, red wolf enthusiasts across the country will have a
milestone to celebrate.That’s the day a special litter of five red wolf pups
will mark their first birthday.These aren’t just any pups.They are the 
first red wolves born by artificial insemination using fecal hormone
analysis to time ovulation. For the highly endangered red wolf, artificial
insemination among the captive population offers great promise as a
tool for survival of the species.

Red wolves once roamed free throughout the southeastern United
States. But habitat encroachment and conflict with humans led to the
wolves’ decline, and the species was declared extinct in the wild in
1980.Thanks to the coordinated efforts of the United States Fish &
Wildlife Service and the Red Wolf Species Survival Plan, the red wolf has
been reintroduced to the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge in
eastern North Carolina. Despite this step forward, the future of the
species remains tenuous. According to Dr. Karen Goodrowe of the Point
Defiance Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma, Washington, there are little 
more than 100 free-ranging red wolves and only about 150 in captivity.

“From an ethical perspective, the demise of the red wolf was brought
about by humans,” says Dr. Goodrowe. “Don’t we want to leave our
children a legacy of North American wildlife as it once existed?” With
that approach in mind, Dr. Goodrowe initiated a Foundation-funded
study to develop reproductive technologies, such as artificial
insemination and freezing semen, specifically for the red wolf.

“We anticipated that we could use domestic dogs as a model for the 
red wolf because they are similar in their history and biology,” says 
Dr. Goodrowe. However, the team’s initial studies revealed that the 
red wolf’s reproductive biology is quite different than the dog’s. For
instance, female red wolves cycle only once per year. Investigators also
found that red wolf sperm doesn’t react well to solutions used to
preserve sperm from dogs.
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Eventually, fecal hormone analysis was paired 
with data collected during the first few years of 
Dr. Goodrowe’s study.This allowed the investigative
team to more accurately time the breeding of four
female red wolves early last year. One of those 
wolves became pregnant and delivered two male 
and three female pups last April.

Dr. Goodrowe was at home when she got the call that
the pups had been born. “I just shouted and screamed.
I was so excited,” she says. “The mother raised them.
We didn’t have to do anything. It was fabulous!”

The red wolf pups are part of the Species Survival
Plan and will probably remain at the Point Defiance
Zoo and Aquarium until they’re old enough to breed.
Where they go next will depend on the captive
population of red wolves at that time.

“The information gathered so far is really practical for
us,” says Dr. Goodrowe. “Instead of relying on how
genetically related males and females are, we can look
at better ways to predict their ability to reproduce.”

Dr. Goodrowe is optimistic but also careful to note
that there’s still much to do. “We haven’t won the game
yet. One insemination does not make a technology,”
she says. “We need to be able to repeat this. It takes
time, but this stepwise, methodical approach pays 
off in the long run.”This Foundation-funded study is
ongoing, and five female red wolves are designated
for breeding trials this spring. If all goes well, we’ll
have another first birthday to celebrate next year.

To learn more about other Foundation-funded wildlife studies,
please visit www.MorrisAnimalFoundation.org.

Photo:The one-year-old red wolf pups are pictured above.

A special day for the endangered red wolf
SPECIALIZED BREEDING EFFORTS PAY OFF
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In a Foundation-funded study, Dr. Grubb and her colleagues at Oregon State
University have identified two anesthetic gases, sevoflurane and desflurane,
that produce a more rapid recovery, which allows the animal’s reflexes to take
over. The quicker transition from breathing through the tube to breathing
through the nose is less risky for the animal.

“Sevoflurane and desflurane are common, but they’re not the everyday gases
yet,” says Dr. Grubb. She thinks that will change and believes the gases are
suitable for most surgical procedures.Veterinarians with the right equipment
can use Dr. Grubb’s recommended dosages immediately.

To learn more, please refer to the paper Dr. Grubb published in the Journal of 
the American Veterinary Medical Association.The reference is: Grubb TL, Schlipf JW,
Riebold TW, Cebra CK, Poland L, Zawadzkas X, Mailhot N. Minimum alveolar
concentration of sevoflurane in spontaneously breathing llamas and alpacas.
J Am Vet Med Assoc 2003;223(8):1167-1169.

Because of their unique body structure, llamas and
alpacas face health challenges that other companion
animals don’t.Their long necks can complicate medical
treatment, particularly when anesthetic gases need to 
be administered. A long tube must be inserted into the
animal’s airway, a process called intubation.This allows
the patient to breathe oxygen and gas during surgery.
Intubation moves structures at the back of the animal’s
throat, which, in turn, can result in complications upon
removal of the tube.

Dr.Tamara Grubb says, “A llama would normally put
those structures back in place by swallowing. If they’re
too sleepy, though, they don’t swallow when the tube is
taken out.That’s when they get an airway obstruction.”

MAKING SURGICAL RECOVERY SAFER FOR CAMELIDS
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1. African Elephants
2. Alaskan Stellar Sea Lions
3. Amazon Parrots
4. American Crows
5. American Toads
6. Black Capped Chickadees
7. Boreal Chickadees
8. Boreal Toads
9. Brook Trout

10. Chameleons
11. Cheetahs
12. Eastern Box Turtles
13. Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnakes
14. Eld’s Deer

15. Ethiopian Wolves
16. European Starlings
17. Fishing Cats
18. Free-Ranging Cougars
19. Giant Pandas
20. Giraffes
21. Green Iguanas
22. House Sparrows
23. Indian Rhinos
24. Island Foxes
25. Koalas and Kangaroos
26. Loggerhead Sea Turtles
27. Lowland Gorillas
28. Maned Wolves
29. Maryland Bog Turtles

30. Mountain Gorillas
31. Okapis
32. Penguins
33. Pigeons
34. Pronghorns
35. Rainbow Trout
36. Red Wolves
37. Rhinos
38. River Otters
39. Rock Doves
40. Sea Otters
41. Snow Leopards
42. West Indian Iguanas
43. White-Tailed Deer

Open and say ahhhh

Morris Animal Foundation supports wildlife in diverse habitats all over the world. Here are some of the species
who have been the focus of recent studies.

Helping wildlife around the world



CANINE
TREATING CHYLOTHORAX
Investigator: Dr. Jonathan F. McAnulty

University of Wisconsin–Madison
Status:Year 1 of 4

When fatty lymphatic fluid builds up 
in a dog’s chest cavity, it causes a severe
condition called chylothorax. As the
fluid builds up, it displaces the dog’s
lungs, which leads to breathing trouble.

The current treatments, developed
more than 20 years ago, require
periodic draining of the fluid as often
as twice a week and are only successful
about 50 percent of the time. Because
of the emotional and financial toll this
can take on the dog and owner, many
veterinarians recommend euthanasia.
Dr. Jonathan McAnulty and his team are
working to give affected dogs and their
owners more hope.The investigators
are analyzing two promising procedures
that could treat this disease with a
single surgery.

If your dog has chylothorax and you
would like him or her considered for
the study, contact Dr. McAnulty at
mcanultj@svm.vetmed.wisc.edu.

CHRONIC BRONCHITIS
Investigator: Dr. Eleanor Hawkins

North Carolina State University
Status:Year 1 of 1

You’ve heard of bronchitis in humans,
but did you know dogs are susceptible,
too? Chronic bronchitis usually affects
dogs over seven years old. It creates
excess mucus that contributes to
coughing and makes it difficult for the
dog to breathe comfortably.This can
cause trouble during exercise and,
eventually, also at rest.

Presently, there is no easy way to
diagnose chronic canine bronchitis,
and veterinarians lack an effective
method of measuring the success of
treatment. With Foundation help,
Dr. Eleanor Hawkins is gathering
background information to help
veterinary scientists evaluate the
efficacy of current treatments and also
to develop better treatments.This is the
first step in a long process, but dogs
with chronic bronchitis and their
families will someday benefit greatly
from this groundwork.

Sponsor: Fort Worth/Tarrant County 
Animal Foundation

FELINE
CANCER
Investigator: Dr. Anne Avery

Colorado State University
Status:Year 1 of 2

Many cats suffer from gastrointestinal
problems, one of the most common
being feline lymphocytic plasmacytic
enteritis (LPE). LPE is an inflammatory
disease that can cause vomiting,
diarrhea and weight loss. Usually an
intestinal reaction to substances such as
bacteria or allergens, LPE is a treatable
condition. However, some cases
diagnosed as LPE may actually be early
stage lymphoma. Pathologists have a
difficult time distinguishing between
the two diseases.That’s why Dr. Anne
Avery and her colleagues are working
on a test to accurately identify early
stage lymphoma cells before they turn
into cancer.This will help affected cats
get the treatment they need in time.

Co-sponsor: Hill’s Pet Nutrition’s 2003 Mark
L. Morris, Sr. Lifetime Achievement Award: in
honor of Susan M. Cotter, DVM, Dipl.ACVIM
(internal medicine/oncology),Tufts University,
School of Veterinary Medicine
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STUDIES AT A GLANCE
Here’s a brief look at some of the studies currently

funded by Morris Animal Foundation.



HEART DISEASE
Investigator: Dr. Teresa DeFrancesco

North Carolina State University
Status:Year 1 of 2

Cats diagnosed with hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy, the most common
feline heart disease, require long-term
oral treatment. Dr.Teresa DeFrancesco
knows oral treatment can be stressful
for cats and their owners. She also
knows that some owners are eager to
find alternative treatments and seek 
out veterinarians willing to prescribe
topical medication. Although topical
medications do eliminate the stress 
that administering pills can cause,
little is known about their efficacy or
safety for cats.

Dr. DeFrancesco is studying a topical
preparation of diltiazem, a commonly
prescribed heart disease medication,
to determine whether it’s safe and
effective for cats. She is hopeful that
successful results will save cats’ lives
and pave the way for similar studies 
in the future.

Sponsor: Susan Andersen in honor of Thomas
Carreras, DVM, Dongan Hills Veterinary
Hospital, Staten Island, NY

EQUINE
TYING-UP
Investigator: Dr. Stephanie Valberg

University of Minnesota
Status: Complete

Despite its funny name, tying-up 
disease in horses is no laughing matter.
It causes stiff muscles and painful
cramping, which sometimes leads to
complete loss of forward motion.

Many factors contribute to tying-up,
but in some quarter horses and 
other breeds, polysaccharide storage
myopathy (PSSM) is to blame. Several
years ago, Dr. Stephanie Valberg
theorized that horses with PSSM had
too many glucose transporters
transferring excess sugar into their
muscles. With Foundation funding,
she disproved that theory but also
discovered that horses with PSSM are
highly sensitive to insulin. Dr.Valberg
will use this information in new 
studies to determine whether dietary
management coupled with medicine
could ease the effects of this disease.

Co-sponsor:Anonymous

HERPESVIRUS VACCINES
Investigator: Dr. Nikolaus Osterrieder

Cornell University
Status:Year 1 of 2

Equine herpesvirus type 1 is a common
and serious disease. It spreads easily
from animal to animal and targets the
respiratory tract, reproductive organs
and central nervous system.The virus
causes respiratory distress, late-term
abortions and neurological disease.
Once a horse contracts the virus, it is 
a lifelong carrier.

Most young horses are vaccinated 
for herpesvirus, and those in areas 
of high prevalence receive frequent
vaccinations. Despite these precautions,
recent outbreaks have caused serious
neurological problems, including
paralysis, among horses worldwide.The
investigators are studying how the virus
affects the central nervous system and
hope to use this information to develop
safe, effective vaccines against the
herpesvirus strain that is causing the
neurological outbreaks.

WILDLIFE
MEETING NUTRITIONAL NEEDS
FOR PANDAS
Investigator: Dr. Andrew J. Kouba

Memphis Zoo
Status:Year 1 of 2

The adorable giant panda is a favorite 
at the zoo but is highly endangered 
in the wild. At most, there are 1,000
giant pandas living in the wild, most of 
them in small, isolated groups that are
declining in size and genetic diversity.
Every factor that affects their survival 
in captivity and in the wild is critical,
including nutrition.

Dr. Andy Kouba says that wild and
captive giant pandas use selective
foraging of bamboo, which has led
scientists to believe that different
species and parts of the plant provide
different nutrients. The investigators are
studying the bamboo choices of two
pandas at the Memphis Zoo.The team
will use the information to develop a
foraging model to improve the health
of captive pandas.They also plan to
work with colleagues in China to
determine which bamboo species
should be replanted in the wild to meet
the giant panda’s nutritional needs 
and to encourage movement between
the isolated populations.

Supported by the Mary G. Flint Estate

OKAPI REPRODUCTION
Investigator: Dr. Linda Penfold

White Oak Conservation Center
Status:Year 1 of 2

The okapi is not officially endangered,
but scientists recognize the need to
learn more about this unique animal’s
biology before it’s too late. Found only
in the Ituri Forest of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, the okapi’s
habitat is threatened by illegal mining,
rebel activity and civil war. Okapis
breed well in captivity, but the captive
population is limited.

Dr. Linda Penfold is heading an effort
to establish reproductive norms for
male okapis. The ultimate goal is to
develop a technique for freezing 
okapi semen so it can be more 
easily transported between facilities.
This flexibility will allow for more
breeding options. A similar initiative
was completed for the gerenuk
antelope and took five years. The okapi
project should be completed in about
the same time frame.

MULTIPLE SPECIES
ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE IN PETS
Investigator: Dr. John M. Gay

Washington State University
Status:Year 2 of 2

Many types of bacteria that affect
humans, and also our pets, are growing
increasingly resistant to antibiotics.
This trend makes it important to 
learn how these bacteria are affecting
veterinarians’ ability to treat illnesses 
in our companion animals.

Dr. John Gay and his colleagues at
Washington State University are
studying the factors that may increase
antibiotic resistance in dogs.They have
found that dogs on long-term oral
antibiotics and those who are fed raw
meat, which can carry pathogens,
appear to have higher levels of
antibiotic-resistant bacteria than other
dogs.This is the first step in learning
how to decrease a pet’s antibiotic
resistance levels.

If you suspect that your pet has any of the
above-listed diseases, contact your veterinarian
immediately. Early detection and treatment of
any illness are often the best courses of action.

For a full list of studies we are currently funding,
please visit www.MorrisAnimalFoundation.org.
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We proudly recognize our Lamplighters –

very special people who have planned an

estate gift to Morris Animal Foundation.

Gaylan & Harriet Adams (Oklahoma City, OK)

Joyce E. Adams (Johnstown, PA)

Mrs. Les Albee (Littleton, CO)

Richard M. Alter (Fairfax, VA)

Jeff & Evonne Anderson (East Troy,WI)

Connie Angeleri (Naples, FL)

Gertrude B. Ansell (Tempe, AZ)

Barbara Cox Anthony (Honolulu, HI)

Miriam L. Appleby (Tamworth, NH)

Richard J. Arabian (El Segundo, CA)

Kenneth Arron (Florence, AZ)

Mrs. Alfred Baeslack (East Aurora, NY)

Willard & Barbara Bailey (Phoenix, AZ)

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Baker (Port Clinton, OH)

Charles & Gloria Barrick (Golden, CO)

Mrs. Marion Baskin (Golden, CO)

Elizabeth Baynes (Mason, OH)

Kristine Bedalov (Milwaukee,WI)

Jennifer C. Bedsworth (Rio Rancho, NM)

James & June Beless (Salt Lake City, UT)

*H. L. Bennyhoff (Omaha, NE)

Erika F. Bergishagen (Birmingham, MI)

Col. Robert & Theresa Biersack (Montgomery, AL)

Dorian Bilik (Saline, MI)

James & Debra Bliese (Parker, CO)

Bruce T. Boehringer, DVM (Fremont, CA)

Karen Boyajian (Lawrence, MA)

Carol Boyle (Rahway, NJ)

Nancy L. Braaten (Geneseo, NY)

Leland Brannan (Fort Myers, FL)

Grace Brobeck (Kent,WA)

Joseph & Karen Broderick (Norfolk, MA)

Scotia A. Brosnan (West Sacramento, CA)

Jean P. Burden (Altadena, CA)

Linda M. Burger (Virginia Beach, VA)

Lucinda F. Burr (Albion, CA)

Elizabeth A. Caldwell (Mount Airy, MD)

Eleanora Callahan (Naples, FL)

Barbara Calvo (Seattle,WA)

*Laurie Camp (Yakima,WA)

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Cannarozzo (Venice, FL)

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Carmichall (Colorado Springs, CO)

Mr. & Mrs. R. D. Cascio (Reno, NV)

Grace Casey (Mount Horeb,WI)

Betty Marie Cassin (Mesa, AZ)

Frances G. Cazier (North Hollywood, CA)

Paula Channell (Kennedale,TX)

Kris Colt (Redmond,WA)

Maynard Cook (Fort Worth,TX)

Patsy Corrigan (Edmond, OK)

Mrs. Andi Cosper (Lexington, MO)

Nancy Craig (Riverside, CA)

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cushman (Brevard, NC)

Jerome Cusker (Guys Mills, PA)

Ethel M. Custer (Laguna Hills, CA)

Ms. Louise Czajkowski (Mineola, NY)

Penny L. Daley (Davis, OK)

Mrs. Frank Damato (Ardmore, PA)

Karen S. Daniel (Albuquerque, NM)

Alexander A. Dardas, II (Rhodes, MI)

Aila G. Dawe (Walnut Creek, CA)

Carol & Dan Dawley-Everetts (Sioux Falls, SD)

Michelle M. DeLisle (Londonderry, NH)

Iris Dennison (Waterloo, ON, Canada)

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Detterman (Thousand Oaks, CA)

*Joanne & David Dickson (Saint Cloud, MN)

Steven & Catherine Diener (Tustin, CA)

Sebastian & Nina DiGirolamo (Camarillo, CA)

Judith W. Ditfurth (Lighthouse Point, FL)

Tery A. Dixon (Grand Junction, CO)

Nancy-Carroll Draper (Cody,WY)

David I. Dunnet (Sidney, BC, Canada)

Millicent Eidson, DVM & 

Thomas E. Henderson (Slingerlands, NY)

Ted Eidson (Fort Worth,TX)

Jack & Jean Ellis (Houston,TX)

Jack & Sue Ane Emrek (Hidden Hills, CA)

Joan J. Ehnle (Cambridge, IL)

Randy & Connie Erb (Belton, MO)

Mary Ewing (Sedalia, CO)

Judith W. Fellton (Marietta, GA)

*Carol E. Santurjian & Howard W. Fortner, Jr.

(Uxbridge, MA)

Mrs. Lisa Franzen (Aurora, CO)

Frederick D. Freedman (Los Angeles, CA)

Dave Frei (Seattle,WA)

Ann M. Fritscher (Omaha, NE)

Dr. Kathleen V. Green Gardner, ASID (Rockwall, TX)

Ann V. Gee (Wickenburg, AZ)

Robert Gibson (Grand Lake, CO)

Mr. & Mrs. George Gonzalez (Stockton, CA)

Dick & Jean Gordon (Fort Worth,TX)

Sheila D. Gore (San Antonio,TX)

Joyce E. Gorsuch (Hockessin, DE)

Mr. & Mrs.Thomas L. Graham (Paso Robles, CA)

Betty Lou Grant (Portland, ME)

Rosaline M. Grashaw (San Juan Capistrano, CA)

Drs. Greg & Kris Greenwood (Plano,TX)

Dr. & Mrs. James Grimes (Huntington Beach, CA)

Julu Grindle (Bar Harbor, ME)

Ray Anna Grollman (White Hall, MD)

Tony & Melanie Hackenberg (Wadsworth, OH)

Mary Hageman (Little Canada, MN)

Peggie Hall (Atlanta, GA)

Nancy Hamilton (Lynnwood,WA)

Joan Handley (Lawrence, KS)

Diane Hankin (Castle Creek, NY)

Marian W. Harding (Westport, CT)

Jerry Hare (Schenectady, NY)

Joanne Hartmeister (Morrison, CO)

Sandi Lee Heffner (Mesa, AZ)

Hope Parson Heister (Portland, ME)

Gladys Heller (Naples, FL)

Dorothy T. Henderson (Dublin, OH)

Janie Higgs (Midland, NC)

Robert Hilsenroth, DVM (Englewood, CO)

Velma B. Homer (Englewood, CO)

Marinus Hoogerhyde (Nutley, NJ)

Virginia W. Hopkins (Wilmington, DE)

Rev. Howard & Martha Houldsworth (Albuquerque, NM)

Mrs. Albert Jeffries (Columbus, IN)

Roger & Holli Jelkin (Hill City, SD)
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Cynthia Jeness (Atlanta, GA)

Annette Fox Johnson (Pittsburgh, PA)

Shirley Johnson (Green Valley, AZ)

Jean L. Johnston (El Toro, CA)

Judy Johnston (Denver, CO)

Laura Johnston (Milwaukee,WI)

Carol Sue Jones (Loveland, CO)

Ruth Jones (New York, NY)

Susan C. Juul (Wallingford, CT)

Arden Keevers (Van Nuys, CA)

*Sharon L. Keith (Ramer,TN)

Fred Kemper (Santa Ana, CA)

Mary-Jo Kern (Waukesha,WI)

Rose M. King (Saugerties, NY)

Jean Kistle (Colorado Springs, CO)

Ronald & Arlene Klein (Sarasota, FL)

Mr. & Mrs.Walter P. Kleweno, Jr. (Albuquerque, NM)

Gertrude Koller (Farmington, CT)

Lila M. Kommerstad (Bradbury, CA)

Lynette A. Kozdron & Diane F. Kozdron 

(Santa Monica, CA)

Charles Kuhn (Muncie, IN)

Kathleen M. Lahey (Redondo Beach, CA)

Patricia A. Lake (Romeo, MI)

Pamela Ann Lanter (Williamstown, KY)

William A. Laudani (Coral Gables, FL)

Carol M. Laughlin (San Jose, CA)

Marilyn D. Lawrence (Bristow, VA)

Belina Lee Lazzar (Rancho Santa Fe, CA)

Cynthia Liebling (Los Angeles, CA)

D. Lipskey (Baltimore, MD)

Mr. & Mrs. John Love (Choctaw, OK)

Leonard & Tracy Luty (Pine, CO)

Ruth Ann MacQueen (Chesapeake, VA)

Caroline Marr (Greensboro, NC)

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel A. Marsh, Jr. (Chicago, IL)

Rex May (Playa del Rey, CA)

E. McCauley (Westfield, PA)

Ruth McGahee (Fort Lauderdale, FL)

Toni K. McGowan (Prescott, AZ)

William McNerney (Boulder City, NV)

John V. Meeks (Penn Valley, CA)

Mr. John Rocco Messina & Ms. Susan 

Andersen-Messina (Sonoita, AZ)

Fred W. Meyer, Jr. (Indianapolis, IN)

Gen. & Mrs. George D. Miller (Natick, MA)

Karen Miller, DVM (Metairie, LA)

Marilyn Miller (Tucson, AZ)

Saranna B. Miller (Marietta, PA)

Glen Million (Salt Lake City, UT)

Garth C. & Mary Ann Miner (Salt Lake City, UT)

Linda C. Mitchusson (Ada, OK)

Nancy Monaghan (Hummelstown, PA)

Harriet Moore (Atlanta, GA)

Mr. David & Dr. Darlia Morris (Kansas City, MO)

Dr. & Mrs. Mark L. Morris, Jr. (Topeka, KS)

Dennis J. Murphy (Califon, NJ)

Joan Myers (Boulder, CO)

*Carl & Carmen Neu (Lakewood, CO)

Carolyn S. Norgren (Keswick, VA)

Rhonda & Dennis Norman (Ellwood City, PA)

*Richard F. & Marjorie S. Norstrom (Honolulu, HI)

Verna C. Noyd (Elk Grove, CA)

Mrs. Mary B. O’Konek (Silver Spring, MD)

George A. Padgett, DVM (East Lansing, MI)

Miriam Paisner (Boulder, CO)

Gladys Parkins (Hartford,WI)

Janet Patch (Burnet,TX)

Bill & Liz Patterson (San Antonio,TX)

ReJean Peeples (Littleton, CO)

Eileen Perling (Atlanta, GA)

Kathryn Peterson (Edmonds,WA)

Nancy Peterson (Crystal Lake, IL)

Rosemarie Haas Peterson (Kenwood, CA)

August & Christel Pfeiffer (Fort Collins, CO)

Deborah Lee Pickett,VMD (Bernville, PA)

Ramon & Alana Plock (New Boston, MI)

Sandra Poindexter (Pierre, SD)

Prescott Powell (Vero Beach, FL)

Alice M. & Charles E. Powers (Diamond Bar, CA)

Mary Jo Pringle (Kinston, NC)

Barbara A. Quirk (Hatchville, MA)

Mrs. Frances S. Rabren (Albemarle, NC)

Dolores Rafferty (Smithtown, NY)

Barbara Raichle (Denver, CO)

Claude Ramsey (Scottsdale, AZ)

Beverly Rankin (Helena, MT)

Mary Reed (Albuquerque, NM)

Nathan & Gloria Reese (Beverly Hills, CA)

Mary Renoll (Columbus, OH)

Ruth Richard (Scottsdale, AZ)

John & Shirley Richardson (Waterford, MI)

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel C. Robinson (Dousman,WI)

Edward & Jackie Robinson (Cape Elizabeth, ME)

Margaret Wollensak Roesch (Green Valley, AZ)

Carl & Daisy Rogers (Fort Worth,TX)

Dale Roland (Boca Raton, FL)

Peter Rosenberger (Lake Placid, NY)

*Darlene Roy (Gilford, NH)

Rita Ryan (Salt Lake City, UT)

*Robert & Ingrid Sager (Gig Harbor,WA)

Janicelee Sample (Walkerton, IN)

Deborah Sanders (Littleton, CO)

Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Schmidt, Jr. (Telford, PA)

Dr. Sandee Schuster (Diamond Bar, CA)

Diane A. Scripps (Los Angeles, CA)

Cecile Seago (Rochelle, IL)

Lora Sharnoff-Tamura (Tokyo, Japan)

Bette M. Sherrill (Iowa City, IA)

Dr. Henrietta N. Shirk (Southfield, MI)

Eileen Margolin Shore (New York, NY)

Janice K. Shreve (Morgantown,WV)

Mary M. Silkworth (Nashville,TN)

Austin G. Silvester (Los Gatos, CA)

Dona G. Singlehurst (Waialua, HI)

Dolores Y. Sink (Andover, KS)

Virginia E. Sivori (Seminole, FL)

Dr. Joseph D. Slick (Perkasie, PA)

Elinor J. Smith (Greensboro, NC)

Jessica Smith (Gibson City, IL)

Dr. Lynne Smith (Conway, SC)

Wilma Janice Smith (Diamond Bar, CA)

Sharyn Snook (Cranbury, NJ)

Mary E. Snow (Alexandria, VA)

Joanne Snyder (Margate, NJ)

Kurt & Ruth Sorensen (Lincoln, CA)

Sylvia D. Stalnaker (Burlington,TX)

Adrienne Statfeld (Massapequa, NY)

Evelyn L. Stewart (Red Bluff, CA)

Hilde Stewart (Coronado, CA)

Douglas & Dorothy Stimpson (Phoenix, AZ)

Rebecca Stirewalt (Durham, NC)

Nancy Stitley (Mount Royal, NJ)

Leslie & Vivian Sullivan (Arvada, CO)

Mr. & Mrs.Tom Sullivan (Palos Verdes, CA)

Barbara A. Suran (Fox Point,WI)

Mrs. J. B. Sweet (Largo, FL)

R. B.Tennant (Olean, NY)

Michael Wayne Thomas (Los Angeles, CA)

Shirley Z.Thomas (Haymarket, VA)

Ralph W. Thompson (Chicago, IL)

Lee Brooks Thornton (Tucson, AZ)

Joe & Pat Toth (Anaheim Hills, CA)

Patricia A.Trachta (San Juan Capistrano, CA)

Susan Tracy (Acton, MA)

Jane E.Trauger (Chadds Ford, PA)

William A.Treat, Jr. (Santee, CA)

Dorothy Truman (Rockbridge Baths, VA)

Margaret A.Van Lear (Nashville,TN)

Sylvia Van Sloun (Westport Point, MA)

Mr.Wayne Van Vleet (Denver, CO)

Rich & Jean VanCamp (Santa Fe, NM)

Mary Voight (Washington, MI)

Cheryl Wagner (Roswell, GA)

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Wahl (San Clemente, CA)

*Jeanne Wahrenbrock (Marble Falls,TX)

Jean Wallace (Beverly Hills, CA)

Herbert Ward (Lumberville, PA)

Dorothy Weaver (Bicknell, UT)

Laurie Lynn Weitzel (Phoenix, AZ)

Betty White (Los Angeles, CA)

James & Barbara White (Levant, ME)

Karen Wiberg (Saint Paul, MN)

Kim Wiley (Lakewood, CO)

*Linda Dake Wilford (Rancho Santa Fe, CA)

Mary Vail Wilkinson (Stamford, CT)

Dorian Williams (Arvada, CO)

T. Cole & Susan Williams (Pasadena, CA)

Barbara Wilson (Boise, ID)

*E. Lee Yaffe-Stark & I. Morrie Mudrick 

(Silver Spring, MD)

Claire Yates (Baytown,TX)

Dr. & Mrs. John F. Yost (Parker, CO)

Mr. & Mrs.Terry Zaslaw (Brecksville, OH)

Dr. Sarah Zimmerman (Indianapolis, IN)

Nadine Zumpe (South Bend, IN)

Anonymous Lamplighters –187

* Indicates new members

To learn more about how you can include

Morris Animal Foundation in your estate 

plans, please call 800.243.2345, or e-mail us

at mailbox@MorrisAnimalFoundation.org.

More information about estate planning 

is online at www.MorrisAnimalFoundation.org.



Dr. Ed “Robbie” Robinson and his wife Jackie are both
classically trained in Western medicine. Robbie spent
more than a quarter of a century working as a general
practitioner before retraining and practicing psychiatry.
Jackie worked first as a nurse and later as an addiction
counselor. But a special dog named Peanut Butter made
them believe in the power of something greater than
any medicine a doctor or nurse could prescribe.

A Great Dane/German shepherd cross, Peanut Butter
was a registered therapy dog whom Jackie regularly took
to visit children in the local hospital. During one visit,
the resident social worker asked Jackie to skip one room
occupied by a boy who had been badly injured by a
vicious dog. Understanding that the boy probably now
feared dogs, Jackie took Peanut Butter to visit the other
rooms. Upon finishing their rounds, Jackie and Peanut
Butter returned to a common area, where children had
gathered to play with the dog. As the kids played with
Peanut Butter, the social worker spotted the boy who
had been hurt by the dog. He was loving Peanut Butter
just as much as the other children.

“I spent my last 15 years of practice in psychiatry,”
says Robbie. “It’s always made me wonder how much
psychiatric help would have cost to get that boy
straightened out. And the dog did it for free!”

The Robinsons lost Peanut Butter in September 2003 
at the age of 13.

“He was just a dear,” says Jackie. “Losing a pet makes 
a hole in our hearts and in our house.”

In tribute to the importance of animals in their lives,
Robbie and Jackie recently adopted Smokey, a rescued
Great Dane. He is a new companion for Abby, a
shepherd/border collie/husky mix who joined the
Robinson family about a year ago.

The Robinsons also share their Cape Elizabeth, Maine,
home with three cats. Yin is 19 years old, Ivan is 14,
and Fred, the “20-pound bully,” is nine. Before moving to
Maine, Jackie kept horses at their Pennsylvania home.
Her love of horses spilled over to the Robinsons’ four
children, who were thrilled to find a pony in their living
room one Christmas.

As dedicated animal lovers, Robbie and Jackie have
generously included Morris Animal Foundation in their
estate plans. Since first hearing about the Foundation
from a colleague years ago, Jackie has enjoyed learning
more about the studies that benefit the animals she 
and Robbie consider family. Robbie says he has really
enjoyed connecting with Morris Animal Foundation staff
members during personal visits in Maine.

Reflecting once again on Peanut Butter, Jackie says he
was the gentlest, sweetest dog they’ve ever had. “Each
one gets better, though, it seems,” she says. Fellow animal
lovers know that’s true. We wish the Robinsons a
lifetime filled with special animals to warm their hearts
and home.

To learn more about becoming a Lamplighter, call 
us at 800.243.2345, or send us an e-mail at
mailbox@MorrisAnimalFoundation.org.

ROBBIE AND JACKIE ROBINSON

A LOVE THAT HEALS
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Photo: Robbie and Jackie Robinson are pictured with Smokey (left)
and Abby (right).
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If you have a cat, you’re probably familiar with the gastrointestinal (GI)
problems they can face, including inflammatory bowel disease (IBD).
IBD is the most common cause of vomiting and diarrhea in cats. Although 
the condition is controlled to some degree through diet and medication,
treatment is usually lifelong, and relapses are common.

Investigators at the University of Washington recently studied little-known
proteins called trefoil peptides, which appear to play an integral role in the
health of the GI tract.What the team found out may help in the future to
prevent and treat GI diseases, such as IBD and GI cancer.

Trefoil peptides reside in the GI tract and have been found in many species,
including rodents, dogs, cats, humans and frogs.The proteins are remarkably
similar from one species to the next. Experts know that trefoil peptides 
help to maintain the health of the GI tract lining. For example, when the GI
tract has an injury, such as an ulcer, trefoil peptide levels go up.This seems 
to stimulate nearby healthy cells to move into the injured area and repair it.

Until Dr. Bonnie Grambow Campbell’s study, trefoil peptides had never 
been analyzed in cats. But because cats suffer from inflammatory GI diseases
and trefoil peptides have been found to reduce inflammation in other 
species, Dr. Campbell wanted to learn more about the role they play in cats.

The first step was to determine that cats do indeed have
the same three trefoil peptides found in other animals.
The investigators then determined the amino acid
composition of those peptides and found that they are
similar to peptides in other species.This knowledge will
help scientists learn more about how they can use these
proteins as diagnostic, prognostic and therapeutic tools.

The results also provide scientists with groundwork for
future feline GI tract studies. Dr. Campbell hopes to use
the information to look at normal and diseased tissue 
in the GI tract and determine how inflammation affects
trefoil peptide levels. Scientists already know that
individual rodents who have had their trefoil peptides
suppressed are prone to severe inflammatory diseases.
If the relationship is the same for cats, veterinarians may
be able to detect inflammatory conditions, even GI
cancer, by measuring a cat’s trefoil peptide levels, and
someday use man-made peptides to treat the condition.

Sponsor: Ann R. Hardy

Learning more about the feline GI tract

UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF TREFOIL PEPTIDES



This section is dedicated in loving memory to the
pets who have touched our lives. We give special
thanks to the friends and owners who honored
these great animals by making a qualifying gift to
the Foundation in their memory. While the loss of
a pet is always difficult, you can gain some peace
of mind from knowing that these gifts will make a
difference to the health of animals in the future.

The list below is courtesy of donations from
October 1, 2003, through December 15, 2003.

Donations of $200 or more per pet allow us to
honor the memory of your pet in AnimalNews. Please
send a photo with your donation for consideration.

For additional information, please contact us at 800.243.2345,
or e-mail us at mailbox@MorrisAnimalFoundation.org.

IN LOVING MEMORY

AMANDA
Beloved Dog
DONOR: Fran Cullen
FAMILY: Sandee & JoAnn 

BEAUFORT & DUDLEY
Beloved Standard & Toy Poodles
DONOR: Barbara Shontz
FAMILY: Barbara Shontz

BLUE
Beloved Friend, Companion & Protector
DONOR: Autumn Fox
FAMILY: Autumn Fox, Molly Fox, LaVett
Fox, Celeste Fox, Boots Fox & Callie Fox

BOSCO
Beloved Border Collie
DONOR: Friends of Bosco & Pepi
FAMILY: Pepi Leids

CASEY
Beloved Black Labrador Mix
DONOR: Friends & Family of Mary Traer
FAMILY: Mary Traer

CHARLI
Beloved Dog
DONOR: Holly Neel
FAMILY: Holly Neel

CHASE
Beloved Pet
DONOR: Elizabeth & Philip Shaffer
FAMILY: Dottie Schulte

DELIA
Beloved Border Collie
DONOR: Sarah McIntyre
FAMILY: Sarah McIntyre

DEXTER
Beloved English Springer Spaniel
DONOR: Anne Palumbo
FAMILY: Mary Palumbo

GAVIN
Beloved Shih Tzu
DONOR: Penelope Murad
FAMILY: Adam Murad

GUNTHER
Beloved Bulldog
DONOR: Nicholas DeLuca
FAMILY: Nicholas DeLuca

HONCHO
Beloved Husky/Shepherd Mix
DONOR: Judith Ditfurth
FAMILY: Judith Ditfurth

JAKE
Beloved Golden Retriever
DONOR: Nancy Myers
FAMILY: Nancy Myers
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JESSIE
Beloved Shih Tzu
DONOR: Betty White Ludden
FAMILY: Barbara & Tom Connelly

JEZZI
Beloved Sheltie
DONOR: Katherine Cooper
FAMILY: Matt & Katherine Cooper

JULIE CD
Beloved German Shepherd
DONOR: James Beless
FAMILY: James & June Beless

KERRI
Beloved Toy Poodle
DONOR: Larry & Greta Grulke
FAMILY: Larry & Greta Grulke

MANDY
Beloved Golden Retriever
DONOR: Dean & Valerie Penton
FAMILY: Dean & Valerie Penton

MURPHY
Beloved Pet
DONOR: Gary & Maureen Reeves
FAMILY: Gary & Maureen Reeves

OZ
Beloved Horse
DONOR: Friends of Reiterhoff Barn
FAMILY: Ute & Ingolf Newbecker

PARDNER
Beloved German Shepherd
DONOR: Robin Downing, DVM 

& Sharon DeNayer
FAMILY:Tom Sullivan

PEACHEZ
Beloved Shih Tzu
DONOR: Betty White Ludden
FAMILY: Fred Meyer

PEEWEE
Beloved Beagle Mix
DONOR: Arlene Propst
FAMILY: Arlene Propst

PEPPER
Beloved Golden Retriever
DONOR:William Tull
FAMILY:William Tull

RAISON D’ETRE
Beloved Miniature Schnauzer
DONOR: Linda Watkins
FAMILY: Linda Watkins

ROCKY
Beloved Shih Tzu
DONOR: Reg & Shirley Hildreth
FAMILY: Reg & Shirley Hildreth

SABRE
Beloved Dog
DONOR: David & Rebecca Robinson
FAMILY: David & Rebecca Robinson

SAM
Beloved Collie
DONOR: Connie & Elisabeth McMillan
FAMILY: Connie & Elisabeth McMillan

SAMSON
Beloved Border Collie
DONOR: Debra Nelson
FAMILY: Debra, Jan, Mia & Bailey

SAMSON
Beloved Great Dane
DONOR:Victoria Seale
FAMILY:Victoria Seale

TOASTER
Beloved Cat
DONOR: Robert & Mary Reynolds
THANKS TO: Mr. & Mrs.Warren Jensen

VENUS
Beloved Airedale
DONOR: Shirley & Dan Thomas
FAMILY: Shirley & Dan Thomas



Sometimes success is measured in
unusual ways.That certainly was 
the case with my last trip to central
Africa as part of the Mountain Gorilla
Veterinary Project (MGVP).

For the first time in six years and about
15 visits to Africa, I didn’t bring back
any biological samples to the United
States. This is good news because the
samples I import are usually from
veterinary interventions or deaths.
Fortunately, during the three months
prior to my visit at the end of last 
year, not one gorilla died or was sick
enough to need physical examination—
a major contrast to the prior busy 
and upsetting year in which MGVP
veterinarians dealt with 12 gorilla deaths,
mostly from poaching, and initiated 12
successful health interventions.

Despite the recent calm, our field
veterinarians remain busy.Three of our
MGVP staff, Drs. John Bosco Niseyi 
and Innocent Rwego of Uganda, and
Dr. Chris Whittier of the United States,
are working on advanced degrees.
Their studies will greatly improve 

our knowledge of mountain gorillas
and how humans and environmental
pathogens affect them.

Staff veterinarian Dr. Felicia Nutter was
working on her own study of diseases
in farm animals near the gorilla habitat.
She also developed collection techniques
during a recent gorilla census that
showed a 17 percent increase in the
number of gorillas in the Virunga
Mountains. Her biggest challenge,
though, was caring for a young gorilla
who was taken illegally from his habitat.
Authorities in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo seized the gorilla and
transported it to Ruhengeri, Rwanda.
The 10-month-old infant needed
intense care to treat malnutrition and
dehydration, but Dr. Nutter quickly 
had him on the road to recovery.

Field work isn’t all that’s happening 
in Africa. One of my top priorities 
on this trip was to accomplish one 
of the MGVP’s goals: increasing the 
scope of the project. Dr. Nutter and 
I interviewed several people for field
veterinarian positions in Rwanda and

the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
We hope to have new veterinarians
onboard soon.

Two new developments are taking 
place in central Africa.The first involves
working with mountain gorillas 
on the Congo side of the Virunga
mountain range.The second involves
working with the Dian Fossey Gorilla
Fund International to increase the
conservation efforts for the eastern
lowland gorillas in the eastern Congo.

In addition, the MGVP is negotiating
with the Jane Goodall Institute and 
the Lincoln Park Zoo to share the
MGVP’s Employee Health Program
protocols and its database structure 
for collecting and storing great ape
health information. All in all, it was a
productive trip, and the MGVP is off 
to a good start for 2004.

Co-sponsors: Jim & Wendy Dickie; Gilman
International Conservation; Rex & Nelle Jackson
Foundation; Partners in Conservation/Columbus
Zoo; ZuPreem®

A visit with the MGVP in Africa
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BY DR. MIKE CRANFIELD, PROJECT DIRECTOR FOR THE MGVP



To remove your name from Morris Animal Foundation’s mailing list, please visit
www.MorrisAnimalFoundation.org and click on Contact Us, or call us at 800.243.2345.

To sign up for online delivery of AnimalNews, please visit www.MorrisAnimalFoundation.org
and click the Download AnimalNews link.
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PLEASE CALL YOUR VETERINARIAN TO ASK
PET HEALTH QUESTIONS.
Our staff is unable to provide veterinary medical advice.The opinions of study
investigators may not necessarily be those of your companion animal’s veterinarian.

Morris Animal Foundation is a nonprofit organization and is tax exempt under the
Internal Revenue Service regulation 501(c)(3). Our audited financial statement and
state registration information are available upon request.

Materials, including photographs and artwork, in this publication may be reprinted
only with the permission of Morris Animal Foundation. Please write or call to receive
financial information or permission to reprint materials: Morris Animal Foundation,
45 Inverness Drive East, Englewood, Colorado 80112-5480, or call us at 800.243.2345.

Morris Animal Foundation is the world’s largest private funding source for companion
animal and wildlife health studies. Once an animal health study is completed, the
principal investigator disseminates the findings in peer-reviewed publications to 
the veterinary community.The Foundation’s volunteer Scientific Advisory Boards
evaluate each study based on relevance, scientific soundness and humane treatment.
The Foundation does not endorse or sell any pet products or services.

©2004 Morris Animal Foundation. All rights reserved.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

MARCH

Adopt a Rescued Guinea Pig Month

9-12 Animal Care Expo 2004 (Dallas,TX)

14 Save a Spider Day

20-24 American Animal Hospital Association Meeting (Tampa, FL)

22 International Day of the Seal

APRIL

Prevention of Animal Cruelty Month

National Pet First-Aid Awareness Month

2 National Ferret Day

4 Pet ID Tag Day

14 National Dolphin Day

17-18 4th Annual Pepper Memorial Classic Agility Competition 
to benefit Morris Animal Foundation (Carson City, NV)

19-25 National Wildlife Week

24-25 7th Annual Wiener Dog Races (Buda,TX)

24-30 National Scoop and Poop Week

27 National Hairball Awareness Day

MAY

Be Kind to Animals Month

1 Save the Rhino Day

2-8 National Pet Week

3 Hug Your Cat Day

8 International Migratory Bird Day

14-16 Natural Pet Expo (Lebanon, PA)

16 Animal Disaster Preparedness Day

22-23 Canadian Parrot Symposium West (Victoria, BC, Canada)

23 National Turtle Day

JUNE

Adopt a Cat Month

6-12 Pet Appreciation Week

7 World Pet Memorial Day

19 Take Your Dog to Work Day

20 National Bald Eagle Day

23-26 Morris Animal Foundation’s Annual Meeting (Saint Paul, MN)
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Curiosity cured the cat.

Since 1948, Morris Animal Foundation has been making strides in veterinary care.The studies we’ve
funded have led to successful treatments and vaccines for many species of companion animals and
wildlife.Your donation can help. Every dollar you donate goes directly toward animal health, so you
can know your gift truly helps to bring them longer, friskier lives.

Please use the envelope inserted in this issue to provide updated information and to alert us of duplicate mailings.Thank you for helping us save postage costs.


