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• Please note, 2009 deadlines have changed:  Due to an overwhelming response we have 
modified the pilot study submission schedule.  Next pilot study submission deadline is: 
August 31, 2009.  Proposals received by the deadline will be reviewed the following 
month and, if selected, funds will be awarded approximately 2 months following 
submission deadline.  Submission deadlines for 2010 will be posted when available. 

  
The goal of this program is to provide timely funding for innovative ideas to speed up discovery and 
advance the Foundation’s mission. Preliminary data are not required to successfully compete for an 
MAF pilot-study grant. Following are the criteria and timelines for submitting a pilot-study proposal:  
 
• Pilot-study grant cycle: Pilot-study proposals are accepted monthly and evaluated 2-3 times 
annually.  The below schedule is approximate, deadlines will be updated on MAF’s website:  

• Proposals received by March 31 will be reviewed in April, recipients 
will be notified in May and funding will be awarded after July 1 

• Proposals received by August 31 will be reviewed in September, 
recipients will be notified in October and funds will be awarded in 
January 2010 

• 2010 calls for pilot studies will be posted when available 
 
• Pilot studies must meet the following criteria:  
 Budget cannot exceed $10,800 ($10,000 plus 8 percent for indirect costs)  
 Studies cannot exceed one year  
 Applicants must submit using MAF’s online form  
 All investigators are eligible to apply—new investigators are particularly encouraged  
 An investigator can serve as principal investigator (PI) or co-investigator on only ONE 
(1) MAF pilot study per year.  
 You are not eligible to apply for an MAF pilot study if you are a PI on a current MAF 
study (serving as a co-investigator on a current MAF study or having a pending pre-proposal 
or full proposal at MAF is acceptable)  
 You are not eligible to apply as the PI of an MAF pilot study if you currently (at the 
time of submitting the application) have extramural funding exceeding $20,000. This does not 
apply to any co-investigators on the study. A pending pre-proposal or full proposal at or 
exceeding this budget with MAF or another funding agency is acceptable.  
 The PI on an MAF pilot study does not need to have full-time faculty status at his or her 
institution. Residents are eligible to apply for this award.  
  
• Evaluation criteria: Proposals are evaluated based on their relevance to MAF, scientific merit 
and adherence to MAF’s Health Study Policy.  

http://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/pdf/Relevancy_08-04-09.pdf
http://www.morrisanimalfoundation.org/pdf/Health_Study_Policy.pdf

